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BACKGROUND: 

 

Priority setting is one of the most important issues in a health research system, and no 

health system, especially in developing countries, can afford to pay for every research 

they want to do. Difficult decisions must be made as the gap increases between the need 

for health system research and the amount of money available to provide them. 

 

To compose this priority setting, the Policy Planning Division of the Ministry of Health 

(MOH), contacted all the Departments, Divisions, Sections and other stakeholders under 

the MOH. All stakeholders were requested to propose their priorities. These areas were 

then ratified formally by the MOH. 

 

Composing a priority list for research enables research and development agencies, funding 

bodies and other international actors to respect these priorities in funding and conducting 

research.  

The Research Priority list will be updated regularly. 
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No Research  Areas  Division/Dep artment for  technical  
inpu t  

1 Tel emedic ine           Pol icy  Planning  Divis ion  
 

2  Qual ity  of  ca re in  hospita ls   
 

Health  Servic e  Div is ion  
3 Pat ient  provider  rela tionship,  

improve qual ity  & save money  

4 Root cas e a nal ysis  

5 Spec if ic  blood group s  in  Maldives .   
 

Maldives Blood Servic es  
6 Thalass emia a nd other 

hemogl obinopha thies  

7 Soc io- ec onomic a spec ts  of  
Thalass emics  

8 Hemogl obin l evel  among bl ood 
donors  in M aldives .  

9  Tubercul osis  ( TB ) r isk  

 
Health  Protect ion A gency ( HPA)  

 

 
10  

Biol ogical  and behavioral  survey  on 
HIV/AIDS+ qual i tat ive  in - depth  
study  component  on s ocial  r isk  
beha vior   

11  Impact  of  s ocial  determina nts  of  
heal th  on non-c ommunica ble  
dis eas es .  

12  Mental  health  

13  Obesi ty  a mong Maldivian adults  

14  Tobacc o s eeking a nd consumption 
beha viors .  

 
15  

Road tra ff ic  in juries  a nd fatal it ies .  

 
16  

Vector identi f ica tion  

 
17  

Health  ca re waste  management in 
Maldives  

 

 
 
18  

Use of  mercury  thermometers  a nd 
BP ( blood pressure)  a ppa ratus in 
the hospitals  

 
 

 

 
 
19  

The relat ionship between Cl imate 
varia bil ity  a nd dengue fever in 
Maldives .  
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20  

The relat ionship between air -
popula tion a nd inc reas ed A RI  in  
Maldives .  

 
21  

Knowl edge A tt itude Practic e  ( KA P)  
study  among the a gric ultural  
work ers  with  rega rds to the sa fe us e 
of  pest ic ides   

 
22  

Knowl edge A tt itude Practic e  ( KA P)  
study  among the ga rage work ers  
with  rega rds to the safe  us e of  
chemicals  

22  Adol es c ent  health iss ues  incl uding  
mental  heal th   

23  Healthy a geing  

24  Sexual  a nd reproduc tive health  

 
25  

Chil d health  a nd nutri t ion – Infa nt 
and Young Child  F eeding  ( IYCF) ,  
mental  nutrit ion  

 
26  

Immunizat ion a nd related issues  

27  Immunizat ion da ta  qua l ity  audit  
(DQA)  

 

 

 
28  

Vaccine refusal ,  vacc ine 
movement/miss ed immunizat ion 
opportunit ies .  

29  Pneumoc occal  d is eas e burden.  

30  Community Immunity thres hol d 
es timates for  s el ec ted vaccine 
preventa bl e  dis eas es .   

31  
Effec tiveness  of  treatments  for  
substa nc e a bus e in  Mal dives .  

National  Drug A gency  

 
32  

 

Effec tiveness  of  M etha done 
Maintena nc e Trea tment ( MM T)  in  
Maldives .  

 
33  “M ethadone plus”  of  M ethadone 

Maintena nc e Trea tment ( MM T)  in  
Maldives .  

 
 

34  

“Drug Law” in  Mal dives ,  how 
Maldives has  moved a hea d in 
comba ting subs tanc e a bus e by  
es ta bl is hing  “Drug La w” when 
compa red to  As ia -Pa ci f ic  region a nd 
SAAR C c ountries .  

35  “VANUVAA ”,  the unknown drug of  
abus e.  

36  Co-oc curring  dis orders  among 
substa nc e a bus ers  in  M aldives .  
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37 Rela ps e ra tes  in  Mal dives .  Why? A 
compa rat ive study  with  other  
countries .  

38  Subs ta nc e a bus e in Mal div ia n prison 
popula tion.  

39  Adol es c ents  on subs ta nce a bus e in  
Maldives .  Why more a nd more of  
them a re resorting  to  s ubs ta nc e 
abus e?  A  compara t ive s tudy with 
other  c ountries .   

 
40  A c orrela tive s tudy  on school  drop -

outs  a nd subs tanc e a buse.  

41  Detoxif icat ion 
(Inpa tient/Outpa tient)  in  is la nd 
heal th  c enter  s ettings .  

 
42  Treatment  of  B enzodia zepine 

addict ion in  va rious c l inical  
sett ings .  

43  Pol ysubs ta nc e a bus e a mong 
pregna nt  women.  

44  Women a nd s ubsta nc e abus e in  
Maldives .  

45  Inc reas e in  the preval enc e of  
Intravenous Drug Us ers  (IDUs)  in  
Maldives .  

46  Effec tiveness  of  N on -G overnmental  
Orga nizat ions  (NG Os ) opera ted 
Drop-in  C enters  (DICs)  in  Mal dives .  

 
 
47  

Effec tiveness  of  N on -G overnmental  
Orga nizat ions  (NG Os ) opera ted 
Vol unta ry  C ouns el ing a nd Test ing  
(VC T)  and Voluntary Tes ting C enters  
(VTCs)  in  Mal dives .  

48  Long term treatment  opt ions  for  
substa nc e a bus e in  Mal dives -B est  
Pra ct ic es .  

49  Compa ra tive s tudy  on drug a bus e in  
Maldives and neighboring  c ountries .   

50  Maldives at ti tude towa rds s ubsta nc e 
abus e.  

51  Various  street  drugs in  Mal dives .  

52  Benzodiazepine a bus e in  Opioid  
Subs ti tution Treatment  ( OST) .  

53  Addit ional  Opioid Subs ti tut ion 
Treatment  ( OST)  programs -a  
feasibil i ty  study in Mal dives .  

54  Drug peddling  in  Mal dives  

55  Heroin  withdrawal  s eizures .  
 
 

 
56  

Ident if icat ion a nd development  of  
Dia gnos is  R ela ted G roups  (DRG s) for  
heal th  Servic es  

National  Social  Protec t ion Agenc y 
(NSPA)  
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57  

Analysis  of  unit  cos t  of  providing  
Outpa tient  (OP)/ Inpa tient  
(IP) /Accident  & Emergency  (A &E)  
(heal th  s ervic es)  in  the country  by  
region  

 
58  

Development  of  Monitoring a nd 
Evalua tion ( M&E ) frameworks  for  
heal th  sys tems performa nc e a nd 
universal  health covera ge  

59  Analysis  of  total  expenditure on 
heal th  ( t ime series/s ourc es  of  
f ina ncing,  etc )  

 
 
 
60  

Soc io- ec onomic a nd health  impac t  of  
vulnera bl e  group of  popula tion who 
are el ig ibl e  for  government  
al lowa nc es  

 

61  Di fferent  types of  food import  

Maldives Food a nd Drug A uthority  
(MFDA)  

62 Qual ity  of  food imports  a nd exports  

63  Total  d iet  study –  monitoring the 
Maldives food safety  suppl y  

64  Ident if icat ion of  l evels  of  heal th  
metals  on s word f ish  a nd other  
f is hes  

65  Chemical  a nal ysis  of  f is h caught  
around Thila fus hi  

66  His tamine trends  in  export  of  Tuna  
from Maldives  ( incl uding  al erts)  

67  Mec ha nis m of  qual i ty  c ontrol  of  
‘Hikika ndumas ’  

68  Dietary expos ure ass es sment  of  
conta mina nts  a nd toxins in  food  

69 Generat ion of  food contaminant  da ta  

70  Cons equenc es  of  unsa fe  food  

71 Cl ima tic  c hange and food sa fety  

72  Study on was te  ma na gement  on 
Thilafushi  a nd impac t  on food sa fety  

73  Qual ity  of  food at  the f ish ma rk et  
and l ocal  ma rk et  

74  Pattern of  good agricul ture pract ic es  
and its  impact  on qual i ty  of  l ocal  
produc ts  

 


